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Rhododendron tianmenshanense C. L. Peng & L. H. Yan, 
a new species of Ericaceae from Hunan, China 
'PENG Chun-Liang *'YAN Li-Hong “HUANG Hong-Quan 'KANG Yong-Quan 


(Hunan Forest Botanical Garden, Changsha 410116, China) 
(Central South University of Forestry & Technology, Changsha 410004, China) 
3(Tianmenshan National Forest Park, Zhangjiajie 427000, Hunan) 


Abstract A new species of the Ericaceae, Rhododendron tianmenshanense C. L. Peng & L. 
H. Yan, which was found to grow in forest in Zhangjiajie City, Hunan Province, China, was 
described and illustrated. The new species is similar to R. aganniphum Blaf. f. & K. Ward, but 
differs from the latter by its leaves elliptic oblong, foliaceous back with both tomentum and 
small-scaled indumentums, peduncle and pedicel with densely short glandular hairs, and 
raceme five-flowered. 

Key words Rhododendron, Rhododendron tianmenshanense C. L. Peng & L. H. Yan, 
Ericaceae, new species, Hunan, China. 
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Sleumer) 

Species proxima R. agannipho Balf. f. & K. Ward, sed foliis oblongo-ellipticis, subtus 
venutinis et lepidotis, inflorescentiis racemosis paucifloris, saepe 5-floris, pedicillis 
glanduloso-pubescentibus differt. 

Frutex vel arbuscula, sempervirens, 2-4 m alta; ramuli hornotini flavo-brunnei, 
glabrescentes, annotini 5 mm diam. Folia coriacea, persistentia, oblongo- elliptica, 4.8-6.2 cm 
longa, 1.8-2.5 cm lata, apice abrupte acuta, basi late cuneata, margine integra, recurvata, supra 
atroviridia, subtus argenteo-venutina et adpresse lepidota, margine paulo revolute, costa media 
supra impressa, subtus elevata, nervis lateralibus utrinsecus 21—25 supra leviter depressis 
subtus obscuris; petioli 1.0-1.5 cm longi. Inflorescentia breviter racemosa, terminalis, saepe 
5-flora; pedunculus 2.0-3.0 mm longus, dense breviter flavo-glanduloso-pubescens; pedicelli 
1.2-1.8 cm longi, dense breviter flavo-glanduloso-pubescentes; calyx cyathiformis, circ. 2 mm 
longus, 5-lobatus, lobis ovatis, glanduloso-pubescentibus; corolla infundibuliformi- 
campanulata, 2.8-3.2 cm longa, alba vel rubella, intus purpureo-rubro-maculata in parte 
superiore et basi puberula, 5-lobata, lobis subrotundatis 1.2—3.0 cm longis et 1.5-1.7 cm latis 
apice emarginatis; stamina 10, inaequalia, 1.0-2.1 cm longa, filamentis albis ad basin 
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Fig. 1. Rhododendron tianmenshanense C. L. Peng & L. H. Yan. A, flowering branch; B, indumentums under leaves; 
C, corolla. Drawn by W. T. Huang from C. L. Peng & H. Q. Huang 20060008, HFBG. 
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albo-puberulis, antheris anguste ellipticis circ. 1.5 mm longis fulvis; pistillum corollae 
subaequilogum, ovario ovoideo-conico 3-4 mm longo dense glanduloso-puberulo, stylo 2.6 
cm longo glabro haud exserto, stigmate capitato. Capsula oblongo-cylindrica, circ. 2 cm longa 
et 5 mm diam., ovoideus Fl. Apr. -Mai. Fr. Aug.-Sept. 

China. Hunan ([] [] ): Zhangjiajie ([] [O [] ), Tianmen Shan (O [O [O ), alt. 1400 m, in 
forest, 2006-04-25, C. L. Peng & H. Q. Huang (O O 0. O O [O ) 20060008 (holotype, HFBG 
guiada». 
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